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Seminar Content

» WHS Overview
« Rules of Handicapping
« Principles of course rating
« Establishing, Developing and
maintaining a Handicap Index
- Safeguards
« Committee procedures
+ Terms of competition
« Technology
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Key Principles and Key Elements
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Consist of 7 Rules:

Purpose and Authorization; Obtaining a
Handicap Index

Scores Acceptable for Handicap Purposes
Adjustment of Hole Scores

Submitting a Score

Handicap Index Calculation

Course Handicap and Playing Handicap
Calculation
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The Rules of Handicapping

Committee Actions

Follows similar template to Rules of Golf
Drafted using simple, plain language
Each prefaced with a Principle Statement - setting out the
philosophy behind the Rule.

There are also 7 Appendices, which contain further, more detailed
information about the Rules.
Interpretations, examples and illustrations
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Purpose of the World Handicap System (Rule 1.1)

The World Handicap System includes the
Rules of Handicapping and the Course
Rating System.

Its purpose is to enable as many golfers as
possible the opportunity to:

« Obtain and maintain a Handicap

Index. Handicap
Index

» Use their Handicap Index on any golf
course around the world.

» Compete, or play recreationally, with
anyone else on a fair and equal basis.
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Equity - for all Players

The whole purpose of a golf handicap system
is to provide equity for all players

To level the “playing field” - enabling players
of all abilities to have a fair and enjoyable
game, with or against any other players

Our challenge was define equity. What is it?

The World Handicap System has been
designed to consider fairness for all players
within its key features:

ENABLING ALL GOLFERS TO PLAY ON A FAIR AND EQUAL BASIS
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What is a Course Rating?

The evaluation of the playing difficulty of a
course for scratch golfers under normal
course and weather conditions.

Based on yardage and other obstacles to
the extent that they affect the scoring
difficulty of the scratch golfer.

Expressed as the number of strokes taken
to one decimal place.
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What is a Bogey Rating?

The evaluation of the playing difficulty of a
course for bogey golfers under normal
course and weather conditions.

Based on yardage and other obstacles to
the extent that they affect the scoring
difficulty of the bogey golfer.

Expressed as the number of strokes taken
to one decimal place.
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What is Assessed When Rating a Golf Course?

m Obstacles (Difficulty Factors)

Measured length of Topography Penalty Areas — Lateral

hole

Roll Fairway Penalty Areas -
Crossing

Elevation Green Target Trees

Doglegs/Forced Lay- Recoverability from Green Surface

ups Rough

Wind Bunkers (Psychological)

A Altitude
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Foundation of the Rules of Handicapping

210 190 150 130 Women's Landing Zones

The system enables handicaps to be
portable by adjusting a player’s
handicap according to the relative
difficulty of the golf course being
played.

This means that a player’s Handicap
Index will be converted into the
number of strokes needed to play the
course ‘to handicap’.

This makes sense, given that the
player will likely need a different
number of strokes to play these two
courses.
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What is a Slope Rating?

A Slope Rating is the number which
indicates the relative playing
difficulty of a course for bogey
golfers, compared to scratch i
golfers.

) Y
86006
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m at.

It is the combination of the Course )
Rating and the Bogey rating that J
allow us to calculate the Slope Ty
Rating of a set of tees.
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How to Get a Handicap (Rule 4.5)

54 holes made up of any combination
of 9- or 18-hole rounds.

No time limit on completing the
submission of these scores.

Your handicap index will continue to
develop until it contains 20 scores
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Calculation of a Handicap Index

For Fewer Than 20 Scores
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Number of score differentials [Score differential(s) to be used in :
; - . : Adjustment
in scoring record calculation of Handicap Index
-2.0
-1.0
0

O

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

3

4

5

6
7 0or8
Oto 11
12 to 14
150r16
17 erl8

19

20

Lowest 1

Lowest 1

Lowest 1
Average of lowest 2
Average of lowest 2
Average of lowest 3
Average of lowest 4
Average of lowest 5
Average of lowest 6
Average of lowest 7
Average of lowest 8
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Calculation of a Handicap Index

For 20 Scores

Average the lowest 8 of the most recent
20 score differentials, rounded to the

nearest tenth. Your
Handicap

Remembers previously demonstrated Index is

ability within a defined period of time based on:

Caps the upward movement of a handicap
index within a defined period of time

Applies additional adjustments to Index
when an exceptional score is submitted
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Example of a Scoring Record

Date o T
Played ” Course

5 Adlilis
I@.;-ji’q!pr:* \({ E_“
Rating | o

ad
(=]
s

Score

! Co Jise
INo:

Ratihg Differential

Score ‘

1 22/9/20 HillGC 70.5 T2b 18.5
2 5/9/20  HillGC AL BRI 19.4
3 1/9/20 Hill GC 705 | 125 25.8
4 28/8/20 HillGC rOa0 S 2 16.7
5 23/8/20 RiverGC | 71.3 127 18.4
6 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 12.8
7 14/7/20 HillGC vais 25 24.0
8 4/7/20 Hill GC AS | 2s 15.8
9 19/6/20 RiverGC 71.3 127 13.5
10 16/6/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 24.0
11 ¥2/6/20! ForestGC | 70.1 | 115 15.6
12 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 11.0
13 [2/6/20 Hill GC 705 | 125 10.4
14 30/5/20 Hill GC 205501 k25 g
15 25/5/20 Valley GC 69.9 118 18.3
16 22/5/20 Hill GC 7 F R ) 24.0
17 29/4/20 Hill GC 705 | 125 13.1
18 14/4/20 HillGC a0 | 2D 20.3
19 10/4/20 Hill GC 70.5 125 2.2
20 3/4/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 12.1
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Example of 8 of 20 Calculation

Score| Date oot Course ‘ Slope W.i ;;' Score
No. Rlayed AL lED) R& l'iin} Hilnlol Diffare muri

1 22/9/20 HillGC  70.5 125 9] 18.5
2 5/9/20 HillGC, | 705 | 125 92 19.4
3 1/9/20 Hill GC ZIES) | E2S 99 25:8
4 28/8/20 Hill GC 20.5. | 125 89 16.7
5 254820 River'GE | 71.3 ' 127 32 18.4
6 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8
z
8
9

14/7/20  Hill GC 05 125 97 24.0
4/7/20 Hill GC 740 s BRI P 88 15.8
19/6/20 RiverGC 71.3 127 87 13:5
10 16/6/20 ValleyGC | 69.9 118 95 24.0

11 12/6/20  ForestGC | 70.1 115 86 15.6
12 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0
13 1 2/6/20 Hill GC 705 125 82 10.4

14 30/5/20 HillGC 0.5 |- 125 94 2 1
15 25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3
16 22/5/20 Hill GC 79:5 || 1125 > 77 24.0
17 29/4/20 Hill GC 70:5 . 125 85 130
18 14/4/20 Hill GC 2005 || 125 93 20.3
19 10/4/20 Hill GC TL T T 94 v.q
20 3/4/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 86 12<
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Example of 8 of 20 Calculatio

i

'.-3”«] i1 R .

Adjus!
} {afilo
b h ?_'i'-, {=

Rating!

Course
Ratihg

Score | Date et by
No. J‘ Played J' Course

Score
Differential

1 22/9/20 HIlGC 705 125 18.5

2 SO T s s 1.4 12.8

3 [ieizel o illET | 705 125 25.8

4 28/8/20 HilGC | 70.5 125 16.7 + Adding together the 128

5 2578720 RVerGC | 213 | 127 18.4 - -

6 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 || 131 12.8 Bﬁi’tﬁ%ggs?gg!s bR

7 AIZ/E0 HiGE | 705, | 125 24.0 ' + 156
8 Ao G 05 s 15.8

9 19/6/20 RiverGC 71.3 127 135 L
10 116/6/20! Valley GC | 69.9 | 118 24.0 . T
11 12/6/20 ForestGC 70.1 115 506

12 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 16 + 1301
13 L2iarED EHeE s i20s 125 10.4 Iy
14 SO7SE0 I O s 21.2 .
15 25/5/20 Valley GC 69.9 118 18.3 - . = 1043 / 8
16 [Z2USER0lNRIIGE | 705 125 24.0 And averaging the total:

17 29/4/20 HilGC | 70.5 125 13.1

18 EELeel G705 T 12s 20.3 ;

19 10/4/20 HillGC  70.5 125 21.2 Handicap Index of 13.0
20 3/4/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 3]
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Example of 8 of 20 Calculation
Score Date E rse | Slop justed care |
i ]L“Tf:kil l“*}l.v{ !ui_l}- EM.I- i Ra u-s!nrr Jﬁ';'&-‘. Lxm:alq.m il;

:‘_f.-l"\'{'ol.q.{ |b‘;( i(. '1'(_',-"{":1}‘]'{’:""' C 10“'["1: 3 i”i Stec
Now | = Played: | =245 pa '-w

‘Slope
Ra Ullt'fl

Yt Score
LIOSS gy
BHesS it Farantlal

Score_

“22/9/20 HilGe 705 125 I 18.5 __-25@120_M&Ld0v1§C_7_21_ 3] 8o il
5/9/20 Hill GC 205 11125 92 19.4 2 22/9/20 Hill GC ZOSH 25 9] 18.5
1/9/20 Hill GC 70.5 125 99 25.8 3 5/9/20 Hill GC 70,5 125 92 19.4
28/8/20 Hill GC ROIs 2S5 89 16.7 4 1/9/20 Hill GC 7035 0 NE25 99 25.8
23/8/20 RiverGC 71.3 127 92 18.4 5 28/8/20 Hill GC 205 | 125 89 16.7
26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8 6 (23/8/20! RiverGC || Z1.3 | 127 92 18.4
14/7/20 Hill GC 70550151125 97 24.0 7 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8
4/7/20 Hill GC 70:5 || 1:25 88 15.8 8 14/7/20 Hill GC 20501 k25 97 24.0
19/6/20 RiverGE  71.3 127 87 135 9 4/7/20 Hill GC 70.5, | 125 88 15.8
16/6/20 Valley GC 69.9 118 95 24.0 10 1976420 RiverGe || 71.3 | V27 87 1355
12/6/20 ForestGC 70.1 115 86 15.6 11 16/6/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 95 24.0
5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0 12 12/6/20 ForestGC @ 70.1 115 86 15.6
2/6/20 Hill GC TR .05 82 10.4 13 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0
30/5/20 Hill GC 705 | 1258 94 21.2 14 276420 Hill GC a5 25 82 10.4
25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3 15 30/5/20 Hill GC 2500 125 94 21.2
22/5/20 | Hill GC 205 | 125 97 24.0 16 25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3
29/4/20  Hill GC 705 25 85 13.1 17 22/5/20 Hill GC 70.5 | 125 97 24.0
14/4/20 Hill GC 7058|125 93 20.3 18 29/4/20 Hill GC 7050110125 85 13.1
10/4/20 Hill GC 0S| 12s 94 21.2 19 14/4/20 Hill GC 70.5 125 93 20.3
3/4/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 86 12.1 20 10/4/20 Hill GC 20,5 || 1125 94 212

21  3/4/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 86 12.1
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Example of 8 of 20 Calculation

Score| Date = e lTae) slopar | AMMTSHITEC S Score| Date _ |coursel| slor e
it aall'_&fs,;.sfar._Jt“‘-‘“’"-'-""f‘-‘ ‘mn.m li.\ti_'rili:}'teir',ii;:i:’: \umm. ntlal mu;im yed (| “°U™€ | Rating |Rating | & oo> Diffarential
(7 T T Tl o 1< o N [ S Nl _ 25/9/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 89 R
2 Sy VRIEEE | 705 128 62 19.4 2 122/9/200 FIGE T 205 1 125 T 91 [ 185
3 DieealiHiee Y irais 95 98 25.8 3 | 5/g/e0 HilEC | 70.5 125 | 92 19.4
4 | 2BJerZ0IITHmMGE T 705 | 125 | 8y 16.7 4 [Ei/e200 EEEEC e i D 25.8
5 28/8/20) RierGC | 71.3 127 @ 92 18.4 5 '28/8/20 HillGe | 70.5 125 | 89 16.7
6 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8 6 23/8/20 RiverGC  71.3 127 92 18.4
7 AZ/R0 | Hilae ) s 125 87 24.0 7 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8
8 [4)7/20" [ Hilliee "I 705 | 125 88 15.8 8 N7 /20 IHIEIE | us sl | e 24.0
9 19/6/20 RiverGC 71.3 127 87 13.5 9 4/7/20 HllGC 70.5 125 88 15.8
10 16/6/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 95 24.0 10 [iS/6/20 SRIVERGES i e ey 1835
11 12/6/20 FotestGC| 70.1 115 86 15.6 11 16/6/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 95 24.0
12 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0 12 [12/6/20) ForestiGC! 2| 1ms: ii=gs 15.6
13 [ ZjE/EUREe Y veE | 2E 8 10.4 13 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0
14 [BO7B720FHIGEs 7005 wesr ol 21.2 14 [2Y/GH208 G 2 S e e 10.4
15 25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3 15 30/5/20 ‘HilCC 705 |\125 | 94 21.2
16 [Z2USE0 HIEE | 705|125 1 97 24.0 16 25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3
17 '29/4/20 HIIGE | 705 125 85 i 17 22/5/20 “HillGe | 705 025 | 97 24.0
18 (@20 HmGe P70 125098 20.3 18 29/4/20 HillGC @ 70.5 125 85 e
19 10/4/20 HillGC 705 125 94 21.2 «_ 19 14/4/20 HillGC 70.5 125 93 20.3

[R20H S720N NSSuCIGE 72N ST eE  12.1 ™ 20 10/4/20 HillGC | 70.5 125 = 94 21.2
I'374/20 |Meadow GC| 72.2° 11131 || 786 | 71211

™
—
rJ
—
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Example of 8 of 20 Calculation

|t‘i:kn|l Fse:
Ratina

rot Slope
Course Lt
: ourse; |I_Q-.'_'k'iin'u‘q|

Score
No,

Adjustec
Gross

Score

Date Score
Played Differential

1 25/9/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 89 14.5

. 14.5 2 [22/9/20| " HiliGE | 705 | 125 | @i 18.5
Adding together the . 3 | 5/9/20 | HHIGC | 70.5. 125 | ®2 . 154
best 8 differentials 12.8 4 1//9//20 Hii:GC T I T
; 5 5 28/8/20 HMGC 705 125 89 16.7

out of the last 20: 15.8 6 |23/8/20 | RiverGC | 71.3 127 | 92 18.4
+ 13.5 7 26/7/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 87 12.8

8 |NdyzZ/20l HAFGE || 705 125 707 24.0

+ 15.6 o | A/Z200 HIlEGE | 2G5 125 | 88 15.8

10 |IB76/261 RiverGcy 7180 127 |87 13.5

+ 11.0 11 16/6/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 95 24.0

v 104 12 [12/6/2061 ForestGE | 706.1 | 115 | 86 15.6

' 13 5/6/20 Meadow GC 72.2 131 85 11.0

+ 13,1 14 [ZJef20 [ Billee i zos [ 1285 || i8R 10.4

And averaging the _— 15 30/5/20 Hill GC ZO5 I2S 94 21.2
total: = 106.7 + 8 16 25/5/20 ValleyGC 69.9 118 89 18.3

t 17 22/5/20 HillGC 70.5 125 97 24.0

18 | 29/4/20] HilGE " 720.5 125 |85 13.1

: 19 14/4/20 HillGC 70.5 125 93 20.3
Handicap Index of 13.3 20 [10/4/20] THIlIGE" 765 || 125 | 54 212

21 | 3/4/20 Meadow GC| 72.2 | 131 = 86 | 12.1
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Memory of Low Handicap Index

A player’s Low Handicap Index is
remembered within the handicap formula

It provides a reference point against
which the current Handicap Index can be
compared

This is to help ensure that the player’s
current Handicap Index cannot stray too
far away from their demonstrated ability,
in too short a space of time

If the new Index is more than a certain
number of strokes above the Low
Handicap Index, a cap is triggered.

WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

R&A USGA

Low
Handicap
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

The cap comes in two forms:

The soft cap suppresses upward
movement

The hard cap prevents further upward
movement

Soft cap
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

The soft cap suppresses upward movement
when the difference between the new
calculated Index and the Low Index is greater
than 3.

The increase is suppressed by 50% of any
value over 3.

The hard cap prevents further upward SOft cdap
movement by placing a hard ceiling at 5
above the Low Index.

The soft cap and hard cap procedures only
start to take effect once a player has at least
20 acceptable scores in their scoring record.




WALES WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM
Ly R USGA

Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 — Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course (8 / 20)
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index
Formula 1 — Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course (8 / 20)

Now think of a situation where the driver
loses a bit of control, causing them to run
off the edge of the track into the gravel
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course (8 / 20)

Now think of a situation where the driver
loses a bit of control, causing them to run
off the edge of the track into the gravel
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course (8 / 20)

Now think of a situation where the driver
loses a bit of control, causing them to run
off the edge of the track into the gravel

This doesn’t cause the car to stop — but
the change in surface causes the speed of

Soft cap
the car to be suppressed (soft cap)

+ 3.0

/
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index
Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

Think of the car racing along the track,
sticking to the tarmac and not veering off
course (8 / 20)

Now think of a situation where the driver
loses a bit of control, causing them to run
off the edge of the track into the gravel

Hard cap
+ 5.0

This doesn’t cause the car to stop - but
the change in surface causes the speed of
the car to be suppressed (soft cap)

Soft cap
3.0

If the gravel doesn’t suppress the speed
quickly enough, the car hits the fence and
stops (hard cap)
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

When difference between player’s updated
HI and their low HI is < 3 strokes - basic
8/20 calculation applies (car stays on
tarmac)
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

When difference between player’s updated
HI and their low HI is £ 3 strokes - basic
8/20 calculation applies (car stays on
tarmac)

When difference between updated HI and
Low HI > 3 strokes - the soft cap is
applied (car is in the gravel)
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Limit on Upward Movement of Handicap Index

Formula 1 - Car Racing Analogy

When difference between player’s updated
HI and their low HI is < 3 strokes — basic
8/20 calculation applies (car stays on
tarmac)

Hard cap
+ 5.0
When difference between updated HI and
Low HI > 3 strokes - the soft cap is
applied (car is in the gravel)

Soft cap
When difference between updated HI and £330
Low HI > 5 strokes — the hard cap is

applied (car is in the fence)
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Exceptional Scores

A Score Differential which is at least 7.0
strokes or more better than the player’s
Handicap Index at the time the round was

pleyed. Score Differential 70 | -10.0
Relative to Index : '

Score can be from any format of play,

competitive or general play. Extra adjustment -1.0 | -2.0

When a player submits an exceptional score,
the handicap formula applies an additional
adjustment to the player’s updated Handicap
Index - according to the table.

This adjustment is in addition to any reduction
caused within the 8/20 calculation.

The Handicap Committee can override the
adjustment




