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Fog, Floods, and the
Troopers Who Refuse to
Stay Home!

January has arr ived at  Bracken Ghyl l
l ike i t  had a personal  vendetta against
gol f .  Wet? Relent lessly.  Foggy? To
the point  where you’re never  qui te
sure i f  you’re a iming at  a  green,  a
sheep,  or  the vague idea of  a  f lag.
Dry? Not  s ince Chr istmas Eve—and
even that ’s  debatable.

The course has spent  much of  the
month resembl ing a cross between a
sponge and a scene f rom Last  of  the
Mohicans.  Fairways squelch.  Bunkers
resemble ornamental  ponds.  And
vis ib i l i ty  has of ten been so poor  that
shout ing “FORE!”  feels  opt imist ic  at
best .

Quote:  sometimes the biggest problem is in your head. you’ve got to believe..

Upcoming Golf Events

Monday: Seniors for Men

Tuesday: Ladies Day

Wednesday: Play for Everyone

Thursday: Seniors Competion

Friday: Play for Everyone

Saturday: Competition Day - Mixed

Sunday: Mixed Pairs

Food and beverages will be available in with Winter
Season from 11am until 5pm



And when they f in ish? Oh,  the pr ide.

They return to  the c lubhouse dr ipping,  steaming,  and t r iumphant  and we are
so very happy to welcome them -  THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US. There’s
a part icular  g low that  only  comes f rom surv iv ing January gol f—a mix of
sat is fact ion,  s tubbornness,  and mi ld hypothermia.  They’ve earned thei r  tea.
Possib ly  a  brandy.  Def in i te ly  a  story.

So here’s  to  you,  January gol fers.  The ones who didn’ t  wai t  for  spr ing.  The
ones who played through fog,  ra in,  and condi t ions that  would make a duck
complain.  You are proof  that  gol f  isn’ t  just  a  game—it ’s  a  commitment.  A
sl ight ly  unhinged one,  but  admirable nonetheless.

February can do i ts  worst .  You’ l l  s t i l l  be out  there.

Probably. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and i f  not ,  we wi l l  see you in  The Clubhouse.
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They arr ive wrapped in  more layers than an onion
with t rust  issues.  

Waterproofs that  could surv ive a North Sea
crossing.  Gloves a l ready damp before the f i rs t  tee
shot.  The warm-up consists  mainly  of  s tamping feet
and quest ioning l i fe  choices.

Out  on the course,  d istances become theoret ical .
Dr ives vanish into the mist  l ike ships lost  at  sea.
Someone swears they h i t  a  good one—no one can
conf i rm.  Greens are found largely  by fa i th  and local
knowledge.  Put ts  are p layed wi th the hope that
gravi ty  is  s t i l l  work ing proper ly.

And yet… they keep coming.

Against  a l l  logic,  comfort ,  and common sense,  a  brave band of  members has
cont inued to tee i t  up.  These are not  casual  gol fers.  These are t roopers.  The
sort  of  people who look out  of  the window, see s ideways ra in and fog th ick
enough to but ter ,  and say,  “Aye,  should c lear  by the 3rd.”

Warm regards,

Spenc er
Bar Manager
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JANUARY NEWS

The recent  Grand Draw at  the Clubhouse was a fantast ic
success and a wonderfu l  example of  what  makes our  c lub so
specia l .  Thanks to the generosi ty  and support  of  our
members,  guests,  and f r iends,  the event  ra ised valuable
funds that  wi l l  d i rect ly  benef i t  the c lub.

I t  was lovely  to  see so many people come together,  enjoy
the occasion,  and support  a  cause that  means a great  deal
to us a l l .  From buying t ickets to  spreading the word and
simply turn ing up on the day,  every contr ibut ion made a
di f ference.

Our second promot ion wi th  Timothy Taylor ’s  Brewery,
of fer ing a hat  and scarf  featur ing thei r  fantast ic  pale a le,
Landlord.  Our  winner  was Andrew Dickens and how
handsome does he look.   Watch th is  space for  another
winner!

THANK YOU TIMOTHY TAYLOR

A BIG THANK YOU FOR A BRILLIANT GRAND DRAW

We’d l ike to  of fer  a  heart fe l t  thank you to everyone who at tended,  donated pr izes,
helped organise the draw,  or  supported i t  in  any way.  Your  cont inued enthusiasm and
generosi ty  p lay a huge part  in  keeping the c lub thr iv ing.

Events l ike th is  remind us that  our  c lub is  about  more than gol f—it ’s  about  community.
Thank you al l  for  your  ongoing support .

ITS CELEBRITY KEN AGAIN!

One of  our  members,  Andrew, came into The
Clubhouse and handed Ken a gol f  bal l ,  wi th  h is  name
on i t .   He was shoocked -  turns out ,  that  ten years ago,
he bought  these bal ls  and lost  one.   I t  was found on
the second tee! !   We love a good story!  
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Special Events
Friday 23  January 2026 - 6.45pm for 7.30pmrd

Bradford & District Union of Golf Clubs Annual Dinner
held at The Midland Hotel in Bradford 
Fee: £40
Bradford & District Union of Golf Clubs – Annual Dinner

📍 The Midland Hotel, Bradford

Members are invited to join us for this special evening! To
secure your place, please sign up on the notice board in
the Clubhouse or contact Will (Secretary) or Martyn
(Men’s Captain).
We hope to see many of you there! 🍽️🏌️‍♂️🎉

Thursday 26th February 2026 - 7.30pm
Quiz Night
held at The Clubhouse
Fee: Free

We’re delighted to announce that Quiz Night is back
at The Clubhouse, hosted by the one and only
fabulous Ian P — so expect plenty of laughs along
with the questions!

There’ll be free food on the night, and to round
things off, you’ll also have the chance to buy tickets
to play Higher or Lower for a bit of extra excitement
at the end.

Teams can be up to 6 players, so grab your friends,
get your thinking caps on, and remember… you’ve
got to be in it to win it!

See you there!!! 
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Special Events
Friday 20th March 2026 - 6.00pm for 7.00pm
The Sportsmans Dinner
held at The Clubhouse
Fee: £40

The Sportsman’s Dinner promises to be a
fantastic night, featuring a sit-down three-
course meal, great company, and top-class
entertainment.

We are delighted to welcome our Guest
Speaker, Jeff Winter — one of England’s most
well-known and controversial football referees.
Jeff officiated at the very highest level, with his
final Premiership match being the FA Cup Final
between Manchester United and Millwall. His talk
is packed with gripping stories, sharp humour,
and fascinating behind-the-scenes insight from
the heart of the game.

Providing the evening’s entertainment is Austin
Knight, one of the most in-demand performers on
the circuit. His polished, high-energy
performance is guaranteed to have the room
entertained from start to finish.

With great food, brilliant stories, and outstanding
entertainment, this is an event not to be missed.

Friday 27th March 2026 - 7.30pm
The Hayley Sisters
held at The Clubhouse
Fee: £17

We’re excited to welcome back the Hayley
Sisters to the golf club for a fantastic evening of
singing and dancing! Join us for great
entertainment and enjoy a delicious hot buffet
on the night. Don’t miss it! 


